The in vitro activities of Ro 17-2301 
MBC was defined as the lowest concentration of antibiotic at which no growth occurred on solid medium after a further incubation of 24 h at 370C. Table 1 shows that all seven ,B-lactam antibiotics were active against the 85 blood isolates of P. aeruginosa. Ceftazidime, Ro 17-2301, and aztreonam showed a narrower MIC range, and none of the strains tested required an MIC of >16 mg/liter for inhibition. In comparison, the MICs of cefoperazone, cefpiramide, apalcillin, and piperacillin for a few P. aeruginosa isolates were .32 mg/liter. These differences, however, were not apparent when the MIC for 50% of (Table 3 ). These data indicated that Ro 17-2301, aztreonam, and ceftazidime were comparable to each other in activity against our clinical isolates of P. aeruginosa. All three antibiotics were bactericidal, and their activities were unaffected by an increase in the inoculum size. Furthermore, they were as effective against gentamicin-or carbenicillin-resistant isolates as against sensitive ones and appeared to be stable to plasmid-mediatedlactamases.
